
 

 

 

 
 

  

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE “Lied” (Song) — Louis Vierne Mark Cole, organ 

 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts 

 

OPENING SENTENCES   Peter Leibensperger 

One: The Lord God is our shepherd.  

All:  We are the people of God’s pasture, the sheep of God’s hand. 

One: God will seek the lost, feed the hungry, and strengthen the weak. 

All:  But the proud and power-hungry will be fed with justice. 

 

MUSIC Meditation on ST. ANNE, “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” (page 6 below) 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: With sincere and repentant hearts, let us name our sins against Christ and one another. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Sovereign God, we confess that we are not ready for your holy realm. 

You guide us toward right paths, but we refuse to follow where you lead. 

You love and feed and care for us, but we fail to love and serve others. 

Forgive us, merciful God, so that we may return to your fold and rejoice in your presence; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the Lamb upon the throne. Amen. 

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: However long we wander, however far we stray, 

God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Sisters and brothers, be assured:  

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew.  Amen! 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Holy God, open your Word.  

Give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation, that our eyes may be enlightened 

and we may know the hope to which we have been called; 

through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 25:31-46 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 

glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the 

left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 

gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 

gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and 

gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will 

answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 

you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give 

me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it 

that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 

Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not 

do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S GREETING    

 

MUSICAL OFFERING “Arise” (Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy) Moore Bells 

    

SERMON  “Three Words” Dr. Gerdts 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on FAITHFULNESS, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (page 7 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Fugue in C major — Dietrich Buxtehude Mark Cole 

 

———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever 

people gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information 

or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR OCTOBER 11: 
 

Prelude – “Lied” (from 24 Pieces in Free Style), Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 

The 24 pieces in Free Style are an homage to Chopin who composed his 24 preludes in the 12 major and 

minor keys between 1834-39. Ironically, Vierne gave this composition a German title “Lied” or “song.”  

Louis Victor Jules Vierne, blind from birth, was a French organist and composer. As the organist of Notre-

Dame de Paris from 1900 until his death, he focused on organ music, including six organ symphonies and a 

Messe solennelle for choir and two organs. He toured Europe and the United states as a concert organist to 

great acclaim. 
 

Meditation on SAINT ANNE 

The author of this hymn, Isaac Watts (1674–1748), was a remarkable child, studying Latin at age four and 

writing poetry at age seven.  At age seventeen, he went to London to study at an academy with the Rev. 

Thomas Rowe, and he became a minister at age twenty-four. Watts was very prolific, and his collected works 

include sermons, treatises, poems, and hymns. Watts felt it was very important that people sing hymns of 

praise in their own language, and he wrote over 600 for that purpose. The tune, SAINT ANNE, depicts a feeling 

of boldness and strength amidst struggle that serves the text well. The majority of each melodic step, skip, or 

leap is followed by motion in the opposite direction, creating a jagged line, depicting unrest, while the bass 

creates a foundation of mostly root-positioned, closely related chords. It is an appropriate musical metaphor 

for the unchanging God who remains steadfast throughout our daily struggles. 
 

  Musical Offering – “Arise” (Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy) 

This morning, we welcome the Moore Bells as they ring a traditional American melody, COME YE SINNERS, 

POOR AND NEEDY. We have been practicing each week under unique circumstances. We socially distance, 

turn on the ventilation, wear masks, wear disposable gloves, and we take our ringers’ temperatures every 

rehearsal. We are glad to be able to bring you this live musical ensemble at a time when communal music 

making is so difficult. 
 

Meditation on FAITHFULNESS 

Thomas Chisholm (1866–1960), the author of “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” and 1200 other poems, was born 

in a log cabin in Kentucky, and he lived a pretty unremarkable life: he worked as a school teacher, a 

newspaper editor, and insurance agent; then he retired and spent his remaining days at the Methodist Home 

for the Aged in New Jersey. Unlike many hymns that have heart-wrenching stories behind them (for 

instance “It Is Well With My Soul”), “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” is inspired by the simple realization that 

God is at work in our lives on a daily basis. The hymn reminds us that God doesn't only work in dramatic 

or miraculous ways, but also in simple, everyday ways. It also reminds us that Jesus has never failed us in 

the past, so we have no reason to doubt his faithfulness in the future. — Greg Scheer, 1994. 
 

Postlude – Fugue in C Major, Dietrich Buxtehude 

A fugue is a contrapuntal composition in which a short melody or phrase (the subject) is introduced by one 

part and successively taken up by others and developed by interweaving the parts. Dieterich Buxtehude 

(1637-1707) was a Danish-German organist and composer of the Baroque period. His organ works represent a 

central part of the standard organ repertoire and are frequently performed at recitals and in church services.  He was 

born at Helsingborg, Sweden and died at Lübeck, Germany. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when you 

pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
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JOIN IN AN IMPORTANT CONVERSATION TO LAUNCH THE MATTHEW 25 INITIATIVE – 

In recognition of Indigenous People’s Day (Columbus Day) on Monday, we invite you to a congregational 

discussion on race as a launch to our Matthew 25 Church commitment. Hosted by the Justice and Advocacy 

Committee, this is a racism 101 discussion. We will discuss racism vocabulary, have time for breakout 

discussions, and learn more about the Matthew 25 commitment. It will be the first of ongoing weekly 

discussions, which will be held on Sunday mornings from 9-10. We invite you to come with open hearts and 

minds, recognizing that we aren’t used to speaking about race…while equally recognizing the vital 

importance of learning how to do so. Monday, October 12, 7-8:30 p.m. – come step into brave space 

with us! RSVP to the church office (856) 429-1960 or Becky Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com to get the 

Zoom link. 
 

ST WILFRID’S – The needs for the grocery bags continue to be peanut butter, tuna, canned fruits and 

vegetables, pasta, sauce, and adult or kids diapers....or gift cards for Aldi's or Shoprite. These items may be 

dropped off at the drive-through after church on Sundays or during the week in the bin behind Grace 

Episcopal Church. There are 8 people from FPC now making PBnJ sandwiches weekly, which are a treat 

for all our clients—the joy on their faces shows us how much God's love is at work through all those who 

donate food and sandwiches. Thank you for caring. Check out the website to learn more 

opendoorcliniccamden.org. If you have any questions, please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 
 

ST WILFRID’S – SPECIAL REQUEST! TRIPLE MATCH – We are asking for your participation in 

The Matching Grant Program for St. Wilfrid’s, which IS NOW TRIPLED. Donations of $10 become 

$30.  $20 becomes $60, $50 becomes $150, and so on, during the first 3 weeks of October. You can help 

make a difference—one of our sponsors has offered to match the others up to 1,000.00. 

Please today, send a check, or donate electronically. St. Wilfrid’s needs heat, materials to install a new side 

door, new shelving, new tables. Any donation, no matter how small is important and triples. COVID means 

we have expenses and must make changes. Donations can be mailed to: First Presbyterian Church of 

Haddonfield, 20 Kings Highway East, Haddonfield, NJ 08033. Please mark the Memo section: St Wilfrid’s 

Clinic Grant Program. Digital or credit card donations will be accepted at www.gracehaddonfield.org 

“Giving at Grace” at the top of the page. Please go to the line item Outreach-St. Wilfrid’s. Thanks from the 

all-volunteer crew, nobody gets paid at the Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s. 
 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS – October 25, 2020 @ 1 pm. Bring your furry, prickly, scaly, feathered 

family members to a special Zoom event that will acknowledge the great blessing of pets. Sunday, October 

25 after worship. Zoom Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89696125815?pwd=d3JvWmoraUtjaTJPTnJ5ekZoZ3FZdz09. 
 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS - First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield will be hosting fall New Member's 

classes via Zoom on Sunday, November 8th, and Sunday, November 15th. Start time for both meetings is 

1:00 and they will last for approximately one hour. If you are interested in joining, or simply learning more 

about membership, this time is for you. We will have the opportunity to make new friends, share more 

about First Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and learn more about what makes Presbyterians 

unique. Please contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more information, or with any questions. Zoom link. 
 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS – Schedule your conversation with Nikki and Doug now for Tuesdays 

from 9 to 11 through November 17. They will meet (in jackets and gloves if necessary) outside the church, 

under a canopy, for a spot of conversation and perhaps prayer. Please make a reservation! To book your 30-

minute time slot, contact Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or by email 

rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
http://opendoorcliniccamden.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Kings+Highway+East+20+Kings+Highway+East+%0D%0A+Haddonfield,+NJ+08033+Haddonfield,+NJ+08033?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Kings+Highway+East+20+Kings+Highway+East+%0D%0A+Haddonfield,+NJ+08033+Haddonfield,+NJ+08033?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.gracehaddonfield.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89696125815?pwd=d3JvWmoraUtjaTJPTnJ5ekZoZ3FZdz09
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997789692?pwd=S0ZjQ1VyWEp2NWhYbkF5Yjl2azhtUT09
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
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JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an 

informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format 

is simple: Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, 

responses, and general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, October 13, the focus is on I Thessalonians 

1:1-10. Here’s the Zoom link.  
 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY: NEW TIME, CONTENT, AND MEETING SCHEDULE! 

The Thursday evening Bible study has concluded its study of the Gospel of Mark, and will begin studying 

Revelation starting Thursday, November 5th at 6:30. The primary book Pastor Nikki will be basing the study 

on is Craig Keoster's, Revelation and the End of All Things. For two weeks prior, she will be offering two, 

stand-alone workshops with time for discussion.  Here is the meeting schedule: 

• 10/8 – No Bible Study 

• 10/15 – No Bible Study 

• 10/22 – Friedman’s Fables, “The Bridge” * 

• 10/29 – “Speaking the Truth in Love: Passive, Aggressive, and Assertive Behavior” ** 

• 11/5 – Intro to Revelation 

*A collection of fables written by Jewish Rabbi and psychotherapist Edwin Friedman, designed to provoke 

discussion. 

**A primer on communication skills and aligning with best practices (Stephen Ministry material) 

  All start times are 6:30.   

 

FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY WILL NOT MEET ON OCTOBER 14. Find the full schedule 

and study materials at www.haddonfieldpres.org on the Adult Education tab. If you would like information, 

please e-mail Gab Heimerling.  
 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY MEETS NEXT ON OCTOBER 21 – The Porch Study will meet October 21 

and November 11 to study Max Lucado’s Advent series. Please join us for study, fellowship and prayer. 

You don't need to attend each session and there is no work you are required to do before meeting. If you 

would like to participate, please email Rebecca in the church office or Deb Nussbaum at 

debranussbaum1987@gmail.com and Kristin Carberry will add your address to our Zoom mailing list.   
 

THE DEACONS THANK YOU – Personal care items—two tubs each—have been sent to Cathedral 

Kitchen, Joseph’s House and the west coast. Thank you for your consistent support of the Deacons Fund! 
 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can 

now find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY, October 18 (and Doug’s Tuesday Bible study): I Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 

because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 

with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you 

became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of 

the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God 

has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us 

what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true 

God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 

wrath that is coming.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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